how the foraminifera develop their divided chambers.
The chambers of the test, although separated by partitions, are connected by small openings known as foramina (from which the foraminifera get their name). The final chamber has an aperture to the exterior.
The scanning electron micrograph has been coloured to emphasise morphological features of the test. The spiral arrangement of the chambers can be distinguished, with each new chamber being larger than the one before. Backward pockets (retral processes) are present along the back edge of each chamber and perforations in the test are clearly visible.
(Image provided by Dennis Kunkel, Pacific Biomedical Research Center, University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822, USA.)
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